Vigils for PEACE continue each Friday evening at St Marys from         9 – 11pm.  Drop in to light a candle, pray and reflect. 

Please continue to collect your used stamps for the Huntington’s Disease Association, greetings cards (please do not include Christmas cards) for Send Prison and goods for No 5 and Mulberry House Hostel

CHRISTMAS EMAIL SCAMS  - Please be more aware at this time of year of emails which appear to be from a friend asking you to buy something such as a gift card on their behalf, saying they are having technical problems.  This is usually a scam where the sender keeps your money.  So don’t become involved, and don’t reply.  Use the phone to get in touch with the friend mentioned if you want to check.  It’s also a good idea to change your email password from time to time.
The prayer support GROUP contact  for December is Ann Carpenter 01483 535282
NEXT Sunday – 21st December
	10.30am
	MORNING SERVICE
Rev Allan Taylor


Church Office

The church office is usually open on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings.  
Please send any information for the next newsletter to the office by 10.00am on Thursday morning by phone on 537655 (currently not working), or email to office@merrowmethodistchurch.org.uk
Our Minister George is on ‘Sabbatical’ from 1st Oct until 1st January 2025. Whilst he is away, Rev Paul Glass, 01483 575667 revpaulglass@gmail.com will have pastoral care of our congregation.
www.merrowmethodistchurch.org.uk        

www.weyvalleycircuit.org.uk
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



Merrow Methodist Church
15th December 2024
3rd Sunday of Advent
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CAROL SERVICE

f“ ‘Sunday December 21st at v«msnmy n.-m Church

10:30am - Christmas Prai ™

5:00pm - Carol Service.
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	10.30am
	CAROL SERVICE

Rev Peter Hills


At this time, WE PARTICULARLY ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR:

· Please pray for George and Ama during George’s sabbatical.  
· Gill Vinall who is now home from hospital.  She is very tired and has carers morning and evening.  At the moment she is not ready to have visitors

· Rev Sam Funnell as she recovers after an emergency operation to correct a twisted bowel
· Val Carter
· Frank, Chris, Catherine and all the family of Cynthia Winder  
· Sheila who is recovering from a broken arm

· Maureen and Eric Lupton 

· All those waiting or undergoing hospital procedures and all those who have now returned home after hospital stays

· All those who are bereaved, recovering from surgery or illness 
· All the residents and families in the vicinity of our church and who are part of our local community

Please note that the Church phone line (01483 537655) is currently not working.
CHURCH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK – 16th – 20th December
	Tues
	MATRIX YOUTH HUB
	3.15pm

	
	
	

	Wed
	CHOIR PRACTICE
	10.30am

	
	
	

	Thurs
	THURSDAY COFFEE MORNING 
	10.30 –11.45am

	
	BIBLE STUDY
	7.30pm

	
	BADMINTON
	8.00pm


Pastoral care during George's Sabbatical  During George's Sabbatical, Rev. Dr Paul Glass will be providing Pastoral cover for Merrow.  If you do have any pastoral issues during this period, please contact either Gillian Varley or Julie Wallis in the first instance.

Julie Wallis

The Action for Children One4all vouchers raised £275.  These have been delivered to Fostering Wessex in Fareham.  They were thrilled to receive them.  They will be used throughout the year.   Thank you to all who contributed to this fabulous sum.   Suzanne 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Women’s Fellowship Carol Service. £115 was raised for Phyllis Tuckwell hospice

THURSDAY Coffee MorningS, 10.30 - 11.45am  Do drop in for a drink and a chat with others from the church and local community

The white GREETINGS TREE has now been put up for any members who would like to add their greetings rather than individual cards. Donations to Mulberry house.  

NEWS-SHEETS  Next week’s news-sheet will cover two weeks.  If you wish anything to be included that relates to the week commencing Sunday 29th December please let me have details by this Thursday.  Jackie
Please remember to check the pigeon holes for Christmas cards left for you.
CAROLS AT LUNCHTIME, 19th December at St Mary’s  12.15 for 12.30.  
BLUE CHRISTMAS
You are warmly invited to share in the Zoom service that Rev Sam will be leading on the 19th December from 6.30pm.  
If you've not heard about this type of service - it's for anyone who finds the Christmas period challenging - for any reason.  Sometimes we find it all a bit overwhelming, or noisy, or expensive, over commercialised or just sad and lonely;  perhaps we are very mindful of the loved ones that won't be with us, or who are sick or struggling this year.  If this is you, then this gentle, reflective service of about 40 minutes might be just what you need.  You don't even have to have your camera on - just 'log in' and rest in some much needed peace, tranquillity and the love of God.
Topic: Blue Christmas Service
Time: Dec 19, 2024 06:30 PM London

To join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88303125380?pwd=UfmHRbTkPM8dAZYznrSoLc92GImXBo.1
Meeting ID: 883 0312 5380
Passcode: 409728

CHRISTMAS TREE FESITVAL at GUILDFORD URC, Portsmouth Road. Sunday 8th – 22nd December. Free admission.  In aid of Street Angels and Cherry Trees.  

GASKINS CHRISTMAS LUNCHES 2024

21st December – Get together for a sit-down meal.  Woody’s Restaurant, Merrist Wood College, Worplesdon.  Arrive at 1.00pn for lunch at 1.30pm

Or 24th December – free delivery to your home.  

Please choose only one of the above options.

Please reserve your meal. Email  info@freechristmaslunch.com
or Phone Marta 07855 846957

Remember that this is a free event open for those who are lonely, students, homeless, vulnerable people or anyone in need.

